SPRING RENAISSANCE

 William J. Adelman, Jr.

Now that spring has officially arrived, art activities on the Upper Cape have awakened from what has seemed a long winter hibernation. The Cataumet Arts Center was host to a wonderful spring equinox Artists’ Circle, and opened a new show of very talented women artists. Regina Kyle was back on her feet after knee surgery with a fine opening of her gallery on Main Street in Falmouth. The Cape Cod Art Association opened its new Members’ Show, March 21. We attended all these events, and while driving back from Barnstable after the Cape Cod Art Association opening, I remarked to my partner Jean that I felt that the beginning of spring revealed an amazing treasure of art created during the long snowy winter. Good feelings were had at all these events and I look forward to an exciting season of creative art ahead.

In a show called “Passion and Craft: Celebrating the Careers of Six Women Artists,” the Cataumet Arts Center is now exhibiting works by Kate Arsenault, Sally Mavor, Shirley Nisbet, Betty Savenor, Polly Egelson, and Grace White. This handsome exhibit celebrates Women Creating Month, and will remain on exhibit through April 11, 2004.

Kate Whitman Arsenault’s watercolors are light, airy, and filled with optimism. In “Dunes” we see a quintessential Cape Cod scene. In the middle distance, dunes and sea grasses are seen with a field of daisies in the foreground and a row of summer cottages in the background.

Sally Mavor’s fabric reliefs were created as illustrations for her award-winning children’s books. Several of these are exhibited in this show. Framed in shadow boxes, these are a delight to view. A photo reproduction of one of these gems appeared on pp. 14 –15 in “The Hollyhock Wall.” A child’s room complete with bed, teddy bear, window and a cat asleep in a chair may be seen in multi-colored fabrics all stitched and quilted together to form this delightful work of art. Another of her reliefs is called “Queen with a Duster.” This whimsical work was one of my favorites in the show.

Shirley Nisbet’s paintings are abstract expressionist in style but romantic in nature. Her oil on paper “Potomac Blue” is an abstract view of the river as seen form the Torpedo Factory, a communal atelier on the river’s bank in Alexandria, Virginia. This painting is the standout work in the show because of its wonderful design, colors, and expressive strokes. 

Betty Carmel Savenor is another fine abstract expressionist. Her works are filled with a great depth of feeling. Using mixed media, she is able to create moods that extend from the joyful to the tragic. In one untitled work, strong color harmonies and interesting patterns are used to heighten emotion.   

Polly Seliger Egelson has several of her fine sculptures in this show. The most arresting of these is a bronze of two seated ladies called “The Grandmothers.” The two women appear to be in meditation or deep repose. Bravo! I also liked her bronze called “The Skater.” This work depicts a young figure skater in what I believe is the Bielmann position with one leg clasped in hand above the skater’s head. A unique pose and a unique work of art!

Grace T. White has several of her elegant works in this show. Ms. White told me her colograph “All I Can See from Where I Stand” was done several years ago. I liked this work for its interesting curved shapes and muted colors. Her spectacular “Evening Sky-Cape Series” is a recent monotype of a red sunset done in a more linear style. I see great beauty in these works.

This is one show that should not be missed and I highly recommend a visit.

The Cape Cod Art Association’s Artist Members’ Exhibit is now on view through April 12, 2004 at 3480 Route 6A in Barnstable. We attended the opening reception of this exhibit and were delighted to find an exceptionally fine show. Anne Boucher was Awards Juror for this show.

 Mary Moquin won the Best in Show award for her oil “Acquiesce” that featured a dramatic tree. Juror Anne Boucher said she loved “the movement, striking light and composition and color in this painting.” In the oil/acrylic category, Irma Cerese won the First Place award for her small acrylic painting “Shed/Autumn.” Featuring dramatic reds and greens this work has an internal glow. Second place was given to Rae for her oil painting “Periwinkle,” which featured a dark boat. I was given an Honorable Mention for my casein painting “The Lobster Shack,” and Diane Oser was given an Honorable Mention for her oil “Oliver” which featured a skiff named Oliver.

In the water media category Robert Mesrop won First Place for a very fine watercolor painting of a tree. I particularly liked the Murray Wentworth-like spatters, which seemed to give sparkle to this fascinating work. Second prize was given to Judy Beck for a watercolor called “Almost There,” a view of Provincetown from Truro. Priscilla Levesque won an Honorable Mention for a fine watercolor done in her unique style. Virginia Wilson was given an Honorable for rendering of a garden shed interior complete with clay pots, workbench, and a solitary milk pail.

In the Pastel Painting category Roger Levin won First Place with a moody pastel of clouds called “Creek Dawn.” Jean Carbonell won Second Place for “02138: Cambridge Blue.” Honorable Mentions were given to Donna Rossetti Bailey, Rita Bernier, and Betsy Payne Cook.

In the Mixed Media/Graphics/Drawing/Collage category Richard Perry won First Place for his acrylic relief work called “Thicket of Dancers.” This intriguing work attracted much attention and curiosity during the opening reception. Cynthia Brunk won the Second Place Award for a finely detailed portrait drawing of a beach walker in a hooded sweatshirt. Bravo! Selma Alden and Gloria Carson were given Honorable Mentions.

I highly recommend a visit to CCAA to catch this fine show.

We stopped in to Starbucks Coffee Shop on the corner of Main Street and Falmouth Heights Road to catch Gunjan Laborde’s one person show. This is a small show but well worth a visit while having a cup of coffee. I liked her weaving called “Dawn on the Serengetti Plain,” her oils “Irises,” and “Wavy Sands-Distant Hills.”

As I said at the beginning of this screed, there’s lots of art to see on the Cape this spring.

