AS BILL SEES IT

By William J. Adelman, Jr.

This is the first column on this web site of what I hope will be many. Andrea York has asked me to use this vehicle to describe the art scene on the Upper Cape. 

Sculpture Exhibit at Cataumet Arts Center

At present (February 21 - March 14, 2004), there is a very fine sculpture show on exhibit at the Cataumet Arts Center. Featuring work by some of the Cape’s best-known sculptors, the show is a visual knockout.

In the center of the exhibit space are several smooth surfaced asymmetric sculptures by Michael Ernst. I especially liked “Three Baskets.” This work poses three basket-like shapes one atop the other all precariously balanced on three rather spindly legs. The work is both provocative and amusing, and invites the viewer to walk around the work wondering about the balance of forces keeping these baskets together.

“Sea Dream” and “Large Fish” show marine animals resting on their backs with tails and heads held high. While both sculptures are semi-abstract, they convey to the viewer the essence of the subjects. These two sculptures demand attention and wonder and are both decorative and thought provoking.

Polly Seliger Egelson has on exhibit two especially fine torsos. Framed behind glass is a cast paper work called “Torso.”  Nearby, one may see a cast bronze version of the paper torso. The bronze sculpture has more surface detail than the cast paper torso and as a result is somewhat more attractive.

Ms. Egelson’s sculptural bust “The Watcher” has a very interesting face. The sculpture is made from plaster with a deep bronze patina giving the work the appearance of a cast bronze sculpture. “The Watcher” is an exceptional work.

Alfred Glover always impresses with his joyful use of materials such as tree limbs, carved and painted wooden leaves and birds, and “found objects,” all assembled into delightful and often amusing sculptures. Several of these works have now been cast in bronze with colorful patinas and two small bronzes are included in this exhibit.

I liked his “Sprouting Vase,” which together with his “Sprouting Ladders” completes a springtime theme of renewable life.

Michael Magyar exhibits several pieces of sculpture, which combine cast glass shapes with pieces of metal. These are lit internally such that they glow in interesting ways. Of these I liked his “Hot House” best. David Ward exhibits several ceramic baskets done in his Egyptian pyramid style. I liked the way he wrapped colored shapes around the sides of the pyramids and the clever way lids were incorporated into the pyramidal shapes.

Susan Beardsley has several metal sculptures made from found objects. These are extremely well composed and each piece is multi colored in complementary designs. These highly professional works were among my favorites in the show. In one work, Ms. Beardsley has incorporated a blue glass piece in a flower motif. Several pieces make use of roller and ball bearing races. Andrea Moore’s felt relief sculptures are a knockout. Combining form and color to create modern sculptural statements is one of the features of these gems.

This is one show you will not want to miss, and I highly recommend a visit to the Cataumet Arts Center located in Cataumet Village, 76 Scraggy Neck Road in the Town of Bourne.

Falmouth Artists’ Guild

The Falmouth Artists’ Guild is now exhibiting through March 27, 2004 their annual open juried photography show. Attracting both professional and amateur photographers, this is a fine show exhibiting photos made with a wide range of techniques. Many of these involve digital cameras, and/or digital ink jet printing. Alma Davenport, Professor of Photography at U. Mass. Dartmouth selected 36 photos from among many times that number of entries. The work is displayed well and the show is a delight.

Christopher Linder’s digital color photo received the Juror’s Choice Award for “Short-eared Owl, Arctic Ocean.” In this remarkable photo, the owl is seen gliding with wings and eyes wide open directly toward the camera. The Best Special Technique Award was won by Anita Albert for her “Nude #3,” which featured multiple exposed views of a nude female torso. The Best Creative Study Award was given to Mark Wiklund for “Monhegan Woods.”

Mark Chester won the Best Black and White Award for his “Go Players,” a study of two elderly Japanese gentlemen playing Go, reputed to be the most difficult game in the world. Intensity of concentration is the essence of this photo. The Best Color Award was given to Bob Yates for his panoramic view of “Gare de Lyon-Paris.”  Honorable Mentions were awarded to myself for “Rain Storm, Arizona,” Douglas Greetham for “Tranquillity II,” and Larry Pratt for “Surf Drive Beach House.”  

The Guild is located in the basement of 311R Main Street. Don’t be discouraged by the location. This is a fine show and well worth the effort finding the Guild.

Morton B. Maser Gallery at Falmouth Community Television

Don’t miss David Rogers and Maurice Bosse’s show at the Mort B. Maser Gallery at Falmouth Community Television on Dillingham Avenue in Falmouth. This is Mr. Bosse’s first public exhibition of his work and hence a landmark in the arts on the Cape. Bravo!

